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in 1526, had occupied John Rastell's house, the
'Mermaid/ as stated by Bonham in his evidence.
During 1543, in company with Bycldell, Grafton,
Middleton, Mayler, Petit, and Lant, Richard Kele
was imprisoned in the Poultry Compter for printing
unlawful books (Acts of Privy Council, New Series,
vol. i, pp. 107, 117, 125). Most of the books that
bear his name came from the presses of William
Seres, Robert Wyer, and William Copland, Per-
haps the most interesting of his publications next
to the edition of Chaucer, which he shared with
Toye and Bonham, are the series of poems by John
Skelton, called Why come ye not to Courte? Colin
Clout, and The Boke of Phyllip Sparowe. They
were issued in octavo form, and were evidently very
hastily turned out from the press, type, woodcuts,
and workmanship being of the worst description.

Another occupant of the Long Shop for a short
time was John Mychell, who is without doubt
identical with the Canterbury printer of that name.
A fragment of an undated quarto edition of the
Life of St. Margaret, fortunately bearing the colo-
phon, and fragments of another book called The
Life of St. Gregory's Mother, prove that Mychell
was working in London either just before Kele took
the shop or for about a year after he left it.

Looking back over the work done at this time,
it is impossible to avoid the conclusion that the
art of printing in England had much deteriorated
since the days of Pynson, whilst the best of it, even